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Oskar Schmidt

Attitude of Posture

A young girl in a short summer dress is kneeling on the bare floor, consumed in a book. Every fibre of the body appears tensed. The pose
is somewhat artificial in distinct contrast to the otherwise relaxed pastime of reading. The large format work Madchen mit Buch (girl with
book) can be seen as exemplary of Oskar Schmidts creative method. With his meticulously arranged image worlds the photographer
emancipates himself from the function of empirical demonstration that still adheres to the medium. The focus of interest is not on the
reproduction of material reality but on the poetic transcending of the motif. The young girls pose is worked out in singular detail, lending
the figure an enormous physicality within the image. Nevertheless, this conscious emphasising of the bodily presence in its near
perfection in no way leads to a sexual provocation und still less to desire. Instead, in contemplating the pure, almost idealised forms, the
observer is thrown back upon herself. The uptake of the image passes through the recognition of the pictured ephemeral state to become
a self-reflective act. Behind the painful witnessing of an irretrievably lost sensation may lie a tentative notion of eternity, detached from
material space and perceptible time. (Thilo Scheffler)



BIOGRAPHY

1977 born in Erlabrunn

1998-2002 Studies in painting at the Academy of Visual Arts Halle/S Burg Giebichenstein

2002-2006 Studies in Photography at the Academy of Visual Arts Leipzig in the class of Prof. Timm Rautert
2006-2008 Master Studies at the Academy of Visual Arts Leipzig, Prof. Timm Rautert

lives and works in Leipzig

Solo shows
2009 "Wiedergangerinnen - Talents 14", C/O Berlin
"Extend", Galerie Kleindienst, Leipzig
2008 "Madonna", Galerie Hafen+Rand, Hamburg
2005 ,LE MODELLE", Waiting for the taxis #3, Academie of visual Arts Leipzig

Group shows

2010 The Library of Babel-Works from the Zabludowicz Collection, London
2010 Oskar Schmidt/Johannes Rochhausen, appartement Tobias Nahring, Leipzig
2009 "Hab & Gut", Kunsthalle Rostock

"Close the Gap", Kunstverein und Stadtische Galerie Speyer
Close the Gap", Kunstverein Pfaffenhofen

"Fotografie", Galerie Clara Maria Sels, Dusseldorf

"Stoffe der Eitelkeit" Parrotta Contemporary Art, Stuttgart
"Neue Bilder", Galerie Hafenrand, Hamburg

"Endless Summer”, Privateshow, Essen

"Boygroup", Wohnung Tobias Naering, Leipzig

"Von der Wand in den Mund", Vorstadt 14, Zug (CH)

2008 "Wir sind nicht hier, um uns nett zu finden", Galerie Léhrl, Monchengladbach
"Drawcula", Galerie Kleindienst, Leipzig
"CLOSE THE GAP", Stadtgalerie Kiel, Kiel
Die Freuden der Jugend, Galerie Junges Forum, Wiesbaden

2007 Zeig mir deinen Katalog, du Schwein!, Galerie Kleindienst, Leipzig
"ohne Schatten”, Galerie Eigen+Art, Leipzig
"Attitude of Posture", Galeria Safia, Barcelona (SP)
"Wasser! Fort! Au! Hilfe! Schon! Nicht!, Galerie Hafen+Rand, Hamburg

2006 "bitten. danken. fluchen. griBen. beten." ehemalige Betstube und Privatsynagoge der judischen
Madchenschule Anne Peletson, Berlin
"Elysium”, Red Stripe Gallery, Leipzig
"Me and My Mirror", Galerie Pierogi, Leipzig
"the roof", galeriekleindienst, Leipzig (Katalog)
"New Photography from Leipzig", Archeus, London (UK)

2005 LSalon Rautert”, Academy of Visual Arts Leipzig Leipzig
»Muse Heute? Inspirationsquellen aktueller Kunst“, Kunsthalle Bremen/Stadtische Galerie im
Buntentor Bremen
.Kalte Herzen*, Kunstverein Radolfzell/Villa Bosch, Radolfzell

2004 ,Kalte Herzen", Kunstbunker Tumulka, Miinchen

2002 LParadies”, Kunstforderpreis der Stadtwerke Halle/Leipzig, Kaufhaus am Markt, Halle/Saale
2001 .Black Hole", Bunker unter dem Universitatsplatz, Halle/Saale

Grants

2008 Talents 2008, C/O Berlin

2002 Kunstférderpreis der Stadtwerke Halle/Leipzig



girl with book, 2005, C-Print, 95 cm x 124 cm
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